[Diagnostic reference levels for X-ray examinations: update 2010].
The diagnostic reference levels (DRLs) for diagnostic and interventional X-ray procedures established in 2003 were updated in July 2010 by the German Federal Office for Radiation Protection on the basis of mean patient doses in X-ray facilities surveyed by the so-called competent medical expert offices. The new DRLs are immediately in force and in most cases markedly below the respective old levels. Moreover DRLs for pediatric CT examinations have been newly introduced. This article briefly summarizes the concept of DRLs and the essential changes.